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Good Morning, Good 
Evening or Good 
Afternoon: 

I hope you and your 
family are well even 
with all the restrictions 
placed on us since last 

year.  It appears things are getting 
better and our lives and livelihood 
continue to improve especially as we 
become vaccinated.  You and yours are 
to be congratulated for weathering the 
toughest domestic storm our country 
has encountered.   So glad we are finally 
able to get a physical newsletter to you 
after one year.  Since late February 2020 
we all have been anticipating better 
times beyond this Pandemic.  Things are 
changing in positive ways every day it 
seems for our country state and region.  
Because of that we are having our 
Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 
31st after canceling last year. Another 
indication things are getting better is 
that our Community Center is now open 
again for meetings, events, parties and 

A Note from the Mayor... 

City Wide Yard Sale 

The Annual City Wide Yard Sale will be Saturday, 

September 11 from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

No permit is needed to have a yard sale.  However, 

this is a great time to hold your yard sale.  A list of participants will be available at City 

Building the day before the sale.  The City will place an ad in the paper.  Everyone is 

invited to join! 

A registration form is needed to join the sale which is available on City website and in 

the Clerk’s office.  Anyone who wishes to donate items after the yard sale can drop 

them off at the City Building for St. Vincent De Paul to collect. 

wedding receptions.   We can begin to 
gather again, especially outside with 
recommended guidelines.  Thank 
goodness for guidelines and Orders 
from the Governor were in place to 
keep us safe over the last year.  We may 
not like or have liked or agreed with 
those items, however, they kept most of 
us healthy.   

Continue to be safe and stay vigilant by 
listening to the science and adhere to 
the current and recommended 
guidelines and recommendations.  Feel 
free to call me at the City Building at 
859-441-0075 or at my home at 859-781
-1658 or send me an email at 
jhamberg@southgateky.org.  I am 
always glad to hear from you.   

Remember to care about those who 
care about you and who care about 
others.  I look forward to seeing you 
soon.   

Jim 
Jim Hamberg, Mayor   

Memorial Day Parade 
and Ceremonies 

Monday May 31st  
at 10AM 

Congratulations to Veteran John 

Ranson who is this year’s Grand 

Marshal. 

Route will start at Bluegrass & Electric 

then proceed to Blatt, Evergreen, 

Walnut and back to Electric to end at 

the Veteran’s Memorial Park for the 

ceremony. Southgate Independent 

band will provide music. Civic groups 

throughout the community will 

participate.  The VFW will host a 

barbecue afterwards. Please follow 

social distancing guidelines throughout 

the event.  We hope to see you there! 

COVID 19 
VACCINATIONS 

Individuals can find all the vaccination 

providers, locations, links to 

appointment scheduling, and phone 

numbers at https://nkyhealth.org 



If you see a potential 
problem or need the 
police, don’t hesitate to 
call us at 859-292-3622 
this is the number to 
police dispatch.  The dispatcher can send 
an officer to you or have them call you 
directly 24 hours a day.  In an emergency 
always call 911.  If you simply need to talk 
with someone in a non- emergency, feel 
free to call the police department direct 
line at 859-441-7473. 
-Summer is fast approaching so please be 
on cautious while driving through our city.  
Kids will be out playing and the police will 
be out watching your speed and stop 
signs.   
 
-As you complete your spring cleaning, 
don’t forget that we have a drug take back 
box at the city building.  Any old, outdated 
or no longer wanted prescription drugs 
can be dropped into the box.   
 
-You can sign up for alerts from the 
Southgate Police Department (and other 
public safety agencies in our area) simply 
by visiting our city website and clicking on 
the police department link.  Sign up for 
Nixle alerts.  It informs you of safety issues 
and community related events in our area. 
 
-Finally, a reminder to lock your doors of 
your vehicles and your homes.  Please call 
the police if you see something suspicious 
in your neighborhoods.  Being a good 
neighbor is sometimes as simple as 
looking out for each other! 
 
Have a great summer! 

Reminder 
Please sweep/blow  

grass clippings out of  

street into the lawn.   

This is a City ordinance  

and it keeps grass out of the storm 

drains. 

Thank you for your help! 

Message from the 
Chief of Police  
John Christmann 

News from the VFW – John R. Little Post #3186 

Pet waste stations 
The City has installed pet waste stations in 

several locations: Community Center Park, 

Memorial Park, tennis courts, and park 

trails. Please use the bags to clean up 

after your pet. Thank you for helping keep 

the City clean. 

David C. Chrzanowski, Post Commander 

6 Electric Ave, Southgate KY 859-441-985 

Membership: U.S. citizens or nationals 

who have served in the Armed Forces of 

the U.S. and either received a discharge of 

Honorable or General (Under Honorable 

Conditions) or who are currently serving, 

and who have served in a war, campaign, 

or expedition on foreign soil or in hostile 

waters are eligible for membership in the 

VFW. If you do not meet those 

requirements, did you know that you can 

still join the VFW as an “Auxiliary 

Member”? 

 

Assistant City Clerk 
Bill Stoll 

The City would like to thank Bill Stoll, 

Assistant City Clerk for his 17 years of 

service.  Bill is officially retiring on June 

30.  We want to wish Bill a healthy and 

enjoyable retirement.  We are in the 

process of hiring a new Assistant Clerk. 

You can easily find and have access to the 

events going on in the city!  The City of 

Southgate has an official city Facebook 

page to keep our residents informed 

about upcoming events within the city.  

The page will also post photos of the 

events and happenings.  Please go like and 

follow the page! https://

www.facebook.com/cityofsouthgateky/ 

There is also a calendar of events on the 

City website at www.southgateky.org 

Auxiliary Membership in the VFW is 

available to men or women, age 16 years 

or older who are U.S. citizens or 

nationals and who are related to a 

person who is or was eligible for 

membership in the VFW. This “person” 

includes spouses, widow/widower, 

parents, grandparents, children, 

grandchildren or siblings. For further 

information on auxiliary membership 

please call us at 859-441-9857. 



Southgate Community 
Center 

NOW HIRING 
Event Laborers & Monitors 
Please Call Chelsie 859-414-1951  

if interested 

Community 
Development Block 
Grant 
The Federal Government provided 

assistance for cities and counties to aid 

those affected by the Coronavirus who 

are not able to pay their utility bills.  We 

are working with the NKADD to submit a 

grant to help our citizens who 

unfortunately fall into this category and 

need assistance.  The NKADD hopes to 

submit our grant for approval by mid-

May.  Once accepted, the funds for 

those in need will be administered for 

disbursement through the Community 

Action Commission.  It is anticipated the 

funds would be available 60-90 days 

after submission for the grant.  

CODE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
In the spring of 2008, the City of Southgate 

initiated a code enforcement program to 

ensure the public health, safety and welfare 

of the residents. The program got off to a 

successful start in 2008 and has been 

instrumental in ensuring property owners 

maintain their property to the minimum 

standards of the City’s property 

maintenance code and City ordinances. Enforcement of property maintenance codes 

and city ordinances helps all property owners and citizens by maintaining or 

increasing property values and helps ensures the City of Southgate remains a clean 

and safe community to live, work and play. A successful Code Enforcement Programs 

contributes to historic preservation, rehabilitation and revitalization in the 

communities. 

The most common violations included high grass and weeds, accumulation of trash, 

outside storage, non-maintained properties, peeling paint, accessory structures such 

as sheds, fences, pools and detached garages in disrepair. The objective of code 

enforcement is to obtain voluntary compliance. Issuance of civil fines and prosecuting 

code violations is always a last resort; however repeated and deliberate violations 

must be fined and/or prosecuted.   

The code enforcement officer normal working hours is Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

1:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Property maintenance violations can be reported to the City 

Clerk at the city building, by phone at  859-441-0075 or to John Lauber by e-mail at 

codeofficer@southgateky.org  or phone at 859-760-0926. 

Keeping neighborhoods neat and attractive benefits all citizens through stable 

property values. Such efforts are particularly vital to the aging areas of Southgate. A 

successful code enforcement program allows neighborhoods to age gracefully as 

predominantly owner-occupied dwellings.  Community preservation and 

improvement are recognized by most government leaders as necessary to halt or 

reverse the deterioration of our surroundings. As the structures in our community get 

older, proper upkeep and maintenance are essential to keeping our citizens from 

moving and attracting new residence. 

2021 Calendar of Events 
City Council meetings — 1st & 3rd Wednesdays  

6:30 pm at the Community Center 

May 31  Memorial Day – Office closed 

  Parade at 10 am 

July 4  Independence Day – Office closed 

Sept. 6  Labor Day – Office closed 

Sept. 11 City Wide Yard Sale 8 - 4:00 

Sept. 25 Fire Dept Block Party 5:30 pm 

Oct. 31  Trick or Treat hours 5:30-7:30 pm 

There is a local group who is now 

playing pickleball on one of our tennis 

courts.  We are looking to possibly 

convert one of the courts with 

permanent striping for teams to play.  

If interested in playing, go to the City 

website at www.southgateky.org.  

Click on the Parks page and find the 

Pickleball link. 



The proposed developer and contractor 

Ashley, continues their due diligence to 

purchase the property.  Many items must 

happen for Ashley to purchase the 

property which include: 

Secure co-developers for the site: 

 Senior Living Facility consisting of 90 

beds 

 200 Class A Apartments, equipped with 

high-end amenities and higher price 

points for monthly rents 

 90 single family homes.  Part of the 

single family homes will be tied to the 

Homeowners Association (HOA) 

controlled by the Senior Living Facility. 

Price points are $300,000 and higher.   

Possible Grant Opportunity 

 The proposed front entrance will align 

with Canon Ridge in Fort Thomas, which 

will be used during construction.  In 

order to meet the alignment of Canon 

Ridge, the state is requiring that US27 is 

converted to one lane each way with a 

turn lane into Memorial Pointe (coming 

southbound on US27).  A lane would be 

in the middle with a possible traffic 

controlling device.  The main entrance 

has priority.  We are working with the 

City of Fort Thomas as well KYTC to 

make these changes.  The City is also 

working on a grant to help fund this 

change.  A transition of this type would 

be carried through to South Fort 

Thomas Ave to align with the current 

Road Diet.   

 As part of the grant, consideration is 

also being given as a possibility for an 

improvement at the bottom of Blossom 

Lane.  We are working with Fort Thomas 

and the County, who currently owns 

Blossom Lane. If granted, the availability 

would be for the intersection only 

connecting to US27.   

The grant would defray 80% of the cost 

for these two projects. Neither of these 

two considerations would be funded or 

needed for three years.  Other areas on 

Blossom Lane would be considered as 

the project moves forward.   

On May 28, 2021, the Beverly Hills 

property will be vacant for 44 years.  On 

April 21, City Council approved an 

Industrial Revenue Bond (IRB) for the 

Class A apartment complex.  Doing so 

insures a quality development and 

complex with high amenities, while 

providing a tax incentive for the 

approximate $32,000,000 development.  

The apartment complex is 20 acres of the 

overall 79 acre development.  The request 

is to help with the challenging topography 

on the back end of the property where 

this development will occur as well as for 

the I-471 excavation placed during the 

interstate’s construction in the 70’s.  The 

IRB will not cost the City of Southgate any 

funds for placement.  North American 

Properties (developer for One Highland in 

Fort Thomas) will construct the Class A 

apartments.  Under terms of the IRB, the 

City will lease the 20 acres to North 

American Properties.  Due to the rates of 

issuance, we estimate the City will gain 

more revenue than the incentive over the 

30 year term from the receipt of taxes and 

fees collected from the tenants and the 

property.   

City Administration 
Mayor: Jim Hamberg 
 
Community Events: Tyler Owen 
 
Finance: Pat Hayley 
 
Public Safety: Joe Anderson 
 
Code Enforcement: Mark Messmer 
 
Public Buildings, Chris Robisch 
Park & Recreation 
 
Public Works  
& Waste: Paul Melville 
 
City Attorney: Mary Ann Stewart 
 
City Treasurer: Terri Hudson 
 
Police Chief: John Christmann 
Police Dept 441-7473 
 
Fire Chief: John Beatsch 
Fire Dept 441-1422 
 
Public Works: Arvil Bowman 
   
City Clerk: Brandi Barton 
Clerk’s Office 441-0075 
 
Community Center: Chelsie Shay 
 781-8878 

Memorial Pointe Update 

Street Construction 

On April 29, we received bids for the 

reconstruction of (Little) Joyce from US27 to 

Washington in Fort Thomas.  Many of those 

affected by this construction attended a 

forum at the Community Center on April 8 

when we described the scope of the project.  

It is anticipated the work will start by July.  

The project will be completed by December 1.  

New storm sewers, sidewalk replacement and new curbs along with new driveway 

pads and street reconstruction will take place.  We ask for your patience and 

cooperation during construction and realize this will be inconvenient at times when 

traversing through that area.  



Spring, 2021 

The Southgate Park and Tree Board has 

been busy this spring.  We wrote a grant 

through the Campbell County 

Conservation District to replenish 

landscaping at the beginning of the 

trailhead near the Southgate Community 

Center and a second area across from the 

ball field.  The grant also included 

replacing two trees that had to be 

removed because of infestation by the 

emerald ash borer.  The grant was 

approved and will be implemented by 

May 28, 2021.  This was a matching grant. 

We have assisted in the planning of a dog 

park, which continues in the planning 

stages, and we are preparing to select 

Green Thumb Awards for May thru 

October.  If you have a nomination to 

make, please send it to:  Park and Tree 

Board – bbarton@southgateky.org, or 859

-441-0075. 

The 

Southgate 

Park and Tree 

Board’s Arbor 

Day Program 

was held April 

30 at the 

Southgate 

Community 

Center.  100 

River Birch 

seedlings 

were 

distributed. 

Attendance at the event was limited due 

to compliance with Covid regulations.   

Students from Southgate Independent 

school enjoyed the Arbor Day program 

sponsored by the Southgate Park and Tree 

Board.   Third, fourth, and fifth grade 

students were given the opportunity to 

enter a poster contest with a tree loving 

theme of, “Why Trees are Special.”  

Fourth grade students were treated to a 

special, “Trees are Alive “, presentation by 

Luke Saunier of the Kentucky Division of 

Forestry.   

The event began with a welcome from 

Mayor Jim Hamberg followed by the 

invocation and blessing of the tree 

seedlings by Pastor, Aaron Holton of First 

Church in Southgate. 

Mayor Jim Hamberg and City Council 

Member Tyler Owen gave a welcome and 

a background of our honoree Tim Gray. 

Tim was a long time coach of Knothole 

Baseball and also coached baseball at 

Newport Central Catholic High School. 

Poster awards went to the following 4th 

and 5th grades students: 

1st Place  Desiray Eversole – 5th Grade 

2nd Place  Priscilla Alford – 4th Grade 

3rd Place Mariah Collins – 4th Grade 

Honorable Mention, 4th Grade, Mrs. 

Melissa Herald’s Class: 

Alena Roberson 

Kayon Browner 

Honorable Mention, 5th Grade, Mrs. 

Jessica Owen’s Class: 

Yah’Kol Collins 

Berkley Mae Clos 

3rd Grade Winners, Mrs. Tammy 

McAttee’s Class: 

1st Place  Cali Cole 

2nd Place Parker Lucas 

3rd Place Emori Kinney 

 

Honorable Mention, 3rd Grade: 

Shawn Claybern 

Claire Rossiter  

Luke Saunier of the KY Division of Forestry 

presented the city of Southgate the Tree 

City USA award and the Growth Award. 

This was the 16th year the city received 

the Tree City USA Award and the 15th 

year the city received the Growth Award. 

To receive the Tree City USA award you 

must have: 

 A Tree Board or department 

 A tree care ordinance 

 A community forestry program with an 

annual budget of at least $2 per capita 

 An annual Arbor Day proclamation and 

observance 

To receive the Growth Award a city must 

promote the urban forest and acquire a 

minimum of 10 points from the 

established criteria. 

Luke Saunier gave 

an excellent 

presentation with 

kids posing as 

trees and others 

as bugs. He told 

how trees 

communicate 

with each other 

when bugs infest 

them and how they generate chemicals to 

kill the bugs.  

Andy Venneman holding 
River Birch Seedlings 

News from the Southgate Park and Tree Board 

Mayor Jim Hamberg presented plaque to Tim 

Gray Family 



Steve Bridewell, President 

The Southgate Optimist Club had a 

work day at their playground located 

next to Southgate Independent School 

on Saturday, May 1st. The Covid 

restrictions of the past year have made 

it very difficult for many events that we 

have hosted in the past, including 

gathering for upkeep on our 

playground. We were blessed with 

great weather and were able to spread 

a new layer of much needed mulch 

around all the play equipment. In all, 

we spread 60 cubic yards of mulch 

(tractor trailer load). We also installed 

updated lighting, replacing equipment 

that was no longer working, cleared up 

the fence line to keep it free of weeds and 

a few other maintenance items 

throughout the playground. 

Did you know the 

Southgate Optimist 

Club celebrated their 

75th anniversary in 

2021?  

Our club was established in May of 1946. 

Over the years, the Optimist Club have 

funded several activities giving local 

children the opportunity to participate in 

events such as an Oratorical Contest or a 

Youth Appreciation Event as well as apply 

for a High School or College scholarship. 

We were able to hold our annual Fishing 

Derby once again on 

May 15th at the 

Community Center 

lake. 

Planning is 

underway for our 

annual Night at the 

Races and Casino 

Night Event on 

November 6, 2021 

at the Community 

Center so please 

save the date for 

that. 

Finally, we would like to thank you, the 

citizens of Southgate, who have supported 

our efforts for many years. Your 

generosity has helped us fund the events 

and programs we have been able to offer 

the past 75 years. 

Would you like 

more information 

on the Southgate 

Optimist Club? 

How you can 

support our 

efforts or become 

a member. You 

can reach me at 

859-781-4848. 

News from the Southgate Optimist Club 


