CITY OF SOUTHGATE
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Sept. 3, 2025
301 W. Walnut St.

Public Hearing for tax rates: City Clerk Barton read the proposed tax rates for real
property .529 per $100 and tangible property .435 per $100.

Ms. Barton asked for a Chairperson to run the meeting in the absence of Mayor Hamberg.
There was a nomination for Councilman Messmer. Motion/Second: Lycans/Curry. Approved
by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.

Call to Order: Councilmember Messmer called the meeting to order.

The following answered roll call: Council Members Melville, Messmer, Okura, Lycans, Curry,
and Hartman. Also present: City Clerk Barton, Police Chief Christmann, Finance
Director/Treasurer Edgley, Public Works Foreman Bowman, Fire Chief Beatsch, and City Attorney
Stewart.

Public Comments: Council Member Okura presented the Green Thumb award to 125 Electric
Ave. The other winner was 204 W. Walnut. Resident Gene Blanchet asked about the City not
collecting the school taxes and letting the county collect them. He said the traffic on Moock Rd.
is heavy and suggested a traffic light at Woodland Hills. He asked for a copy of the City’s strategic
10 year plan. City Attorney Stewart said it is not completed yet.

Approval of meeting minutes 8/20/25. Motion/Second: Curry/Lycans. Approved by vote:
Aye 6 Nay 0.

Public Works: Councilman Melville said Public Works are patching potholes. He said the State
is finished repaving US 27. Duke Energy is working on W. Walnut St. replacing poles. Public
Works Foreman Bowman had no report.

Public Safety: Councilman Messmer had no report. Police Chief Christmann said the Safety
Committee met and made changes to the proposed fire ordinance. City Attorney will make those
changes and bring it to council in October. Fire Chief Beatsch had no report.

Code Enforcement: Councilman Curry said there were 4 new cases, 16 abated, 14 open cases
and $18,600 in fines issued.

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura reported upcoming events: Park
& Tree Board meeting 9/8, Volunteer garden days 9/4 and 9/20, City Wide Yard Sale 9/20,
Campbell County Senior Citizens Picnic 9/24, Pumpkin Walk 10/10, and the SVFD Auxiliary
Bourbon Raffle — 10/17.

Public Buildings: Councilman Lycans had no report.
Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed the payable.
There was a motion to approve the July financials. Motion/Second: Hartman/Okura.

Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.

Finance Director Edgley discussed the returns from the KLC investment bonds.



City Clerk Barton had no report.

City Attorney Stewart reported on the opioid settlement bankruptcy of Purdue Pharma, then she
read the following:

Ordinance 25-07 Establish real and personal property tax rate —Second Reading
Motion/Second: Melville/Okura. Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.

Ordinance 25-08 Establish firehouse tax rate - Second Reading
Motion/Second: Curry/Hartman. Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.

Ordinance 25-09 Establish motor vehicle & boat tax rate — Second Reading
Motion/Second: Melville/Okura. Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.

Ordinance 25-10 Vacate portion of Shaler St. — First Reading
City Attorney Stewart explained that the Paul's had requested this. The road will not be
maintained by the City after the ordinance passes on second reading.

Old Business: The Crowley Memorial Highway sign has been moved to a different location by
the Ft. Thomas shopping plaza.

New Business: Council Member Messmer asked if any Council Members received an email from
Mr. Randall regarding the road diet on US 27. No Council Members have received it. He said
that Mayor Hamberg replied with a very detailed summary.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #35609-35635 were presented for Council’s review.
Mayor & Council Comments: no additional comments.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion/Second: Melville/Curry. Approved by
vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.
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