CITY OF SOUTHGATE
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Oct. 1, 2025
122 Electric Ave.

Call to Order: Mayor Hamberg called the meeting to order.

The following answered roll call: Council Members Melville, Messmer, Okura, Lycans, and
Curry. Council Member Hartman was absent. Also present: City Clerk Barton, Police Chief
Christmann, Finance Director/Treasurer Edgley, Public Works Foreman Bowman, Fire Chief
Beatsch, and City Attorney Stewart.

Public Comments: There were comments from the audience regarding support of the resolution
for the Read Readiness program. Those who spoke: Ken Paul, Dr. Joyce Hamberg, Greg Duty,
Superintendent of Southgate School, Dan Speier, and Jenny Watson. Mr. Duty presented Council
Member Okura with the Pride Award for supporting the Southgate Independent School.

Council Member Okura presented the Green Thumb award to 375 Linden Ave. The other winner
was 216 Electric Ave.

Approval of meeting minutes 9/17/25. Motion/Second: Melville/Okura. Approved by vote:
Aye 5 Nay 0.

Public Works: Councilman Melville said Arc Electric was not able to meet the deadline to install
the HVAC system in the large hall at the community center. Schneller Knochelman was the next
chosen vendor for the job. Public Works Foreman Bowman had no report.

Public Safety: Councilman Messmer had no report. Police Chief Christmann said the power will
be shut off by Duke Energy tonight for work they are doing. This is a reason to have a generator
at the Police Dept. Chief Christmann said the new police app is active and recommends the City
stop using Nixle. The new app is more user friendly and can be used on resident’s phones for
notification. Fire Chief Beatsch reported that the department was busy with the gas leak on
Electric Ave. and other fire calls.

Code Enforcement: Councilman Curry said there were 3 new cases, 8 abated, 12 open cases
and $18,600 in fines issued. 2 liens were filed with the City Attorney.

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura reported upcoming events: Park
& Tree Board meeting cancelled for 10/13, Volunteer garden day 10/2, Pumpkin Walk 10/10, VFW
fall flower sale 10/5, and the SVFD Auxiliary Bourbon Raffle and Adults Night Out 10/17. Trick or
Treat will be 10/31 from 5:30-7:30 with a costume party afterwards at the VFW.

Public Buildings: Councilman Lycans said the new alert system at the fire house is old and not
working. He presented a quote from Mobilecom for $31,425 to replace it. This is the only vendor
who can provide this type of system. There was a motion to spend the funds from the fire house
ad valorum tax account. Motion/Second: Lycans/Curry. Approved by vote: Aye 4 Nay 0.
Council Member Mark Messmer abstained due to his position at the Fire Department.

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman was absent.



There was a motion to approve the August financials.  Motion/Second: Okura/Lycans.
Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.

Finance Director Edgley said the expenses are in line with budget. Some expenses are made in
the beginning of the fiscal year. Auditors will be coming this month. She is working on closing
entries.

City Clerk Barton said the property tax bills were mailed. The City is now accepting credit card
payments.

City Attorney Stewart had no report, but she read the following:

Resolution 25-15 City’s commitment to improving Kindergarten readiness with Read
Ready program. Motion/Second: Melville/Okura. Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.

Old Business: Mayor Hamberg said the assisted living facility is delayed with starting
construction until November. City Attorney Stewart said she is working on several ordinances to
come to Council: Recreational fire ordinance and Community Center protocols ordinance,

New Business: Mayor Hamberg said there was a request to regulate vape shops in the City.
There was discussion on the topic. This would be a zoning amendment if Council wanted to move
forward with it.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #35674-35700 were presented for Council's review.
Mayor & Council Comments: no additional comments.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion/Second: Okura/Melville. Approved by
vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.
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Brandi Barton, City Clerk



