


CITY OF SOUTHGATE
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
February 4, 2026
301 W. Walnut St.

Call to Order: Mayor Hamberg called the meeting to order.
   
The following answered roll call: Council Members Melville, Okura, Hartman, Curry, Messmer, and Whitehead were present.  Also present: City Clerk Barton, Finance Director/Treasurer Edgley, Police Chief Christmann, Public Works Foreman Bowman, Fire Chief Beatsch, and City Attorney Stewart.  

Public Comments: Southgate Independent School Superintendent Greg Duty introduced the cheerleaders and said they won first place in the 2026 NKCCS Cheerleading & Dance championship.  The students did a cheer.  Mayor Hamberg read a resolution recognizing their accomplishment.  

Approval of meeting minutes 1/21/26.  Motion/Second: Okura/Melville.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  

Public Works: Council Member Melville recommended the “James Callahan Hall” sign for the community center be purchased from Vennefron Signs at the cost of $2,325.  Motion to have the sign printed and installed by Vennefron.  Motion/Second: Melville/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.   He reported that Public Works Dept. was continuing to move snow on the streets.  Mayor Hamberg said that Governor Beshear declared an Emergency for the weather event in KY.  The City will submit the cost for reimbursement during the Emergency.  Public Works Foreman Bowman had no report.  Council Member Curry asked if Public Works could plow the back parking lot for the firehouse and the front pad.  Council Member Melville said the Fire Dept. has a snow blower that may be effective for the tight areas like the back parking lot and walkways.

Public Safety:  Council Member Messmer had no report. Police Chief Christmann said there were two police officers who had injuries at work.  Fire Chief Beatsch said they have been busy with EMS runs.  The Engine was repaired recently.  The new dispatch system was installed.
 
Code Enforcement: Council Member Curry reported there were 23 new cases and 42 open cases.  Fines issued in the amount of $2,100.

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura reported that the next Park & Tree Board meeting will be 2/9.  Next Read Ready meeting is 2/10.  St. Therese Mother’s Social is 3/13 & 3/14.  Arbor Day celebration is 4/25.

Public Buildings: Council Member Whitehead reported that there are several icing problems at the city building that are being addressed. The police dept. and the community center have several doors that can’t be opened due to freezing of the ground.  Mayor Hamberg said we will look into that.  The sound system in council chambers is not repairable since it is over 20 years old.  American Sound gave the City a quote for $8,303.  Motion to purchase the new sound system and have it installed in council chambers.  Motion/Second: Messmer/Curry.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed the payables. There was a motion to approve the December financials.   Motion/Second: Hartman/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0. 

Finance Director Edgley said we are 50% through the fiscal year.  The expenses are under budget.  City Clerk Barton said that KLC will be finishing the Vision 25-30-35 Plan and should come to Council first part of March.

City Attorney Stewart said she will be bringing ordinances for the community center protocols and the updated version of the Code Enforcement International Maintenance Property Code and the National Fire Code.  She read the following:

Order 26-04 Re-appointment Chris Robisch to the Code Enforcement Appeal Board

Resolution 26-02 Southgate Independent School cheerleaders recognition was read earlier in the meeting. There was a motion to approve Resolution 26-02   Motion/Second: Melville/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0. 

Old Business: none.
 
New Business: none.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #35991-36020 were presented for Council’s review.

Mayor & Council Comments: none.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion/Second: Curry/Hartman.  Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  


							
												
							James Hamberg, Mayor

					

Brandi Barton, City Clerk	 



