


CITY OF SOUTHGATE
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
February 18, 2026
122 Electric Ave

Call to Order: Mayor Hamberg called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
   
The following answered roll call: Council Members: Okura, Melville, Messmer, Curry, Hartman, and Whitehead were present.  Also present: Assist City Clerk Baldwin, Police Chief Christmann, Public Works Foreman Bowman, and Assistant City Attorney Schultz.  City Clerk Barton, Finance Director/Treasure Edgley, Fire Chief Beatsch were absent.

Public Comments: 
Will Weber – Southbank Partners gave an update on the Optimist Park Project.  Motion to send the plans to Verdantas for review for bid package. Motion/Second: Okura/Curry.  Approved by vote: Ayes 6 Nay 0.
Jim Shumate – Verdantas explained the bids for the street project that were received and he made a recommendation from Verdantas to accept the bid from Riegler and completion of specified parts of Blossom Lane, Valley View, & Tracy.  Motion to approve Parts A, B, C, & D, depending on surplus in this fiscal year to reduce the bond.  Motion/Second: Messmer/Melville.  Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.

Council agreed to move New Business speaker, Greg Duty, Superintendent Southgate Independent School District.
New Business: Greg Duty, Superintendent Southgate Independent Schools, brought to council a proposed plan for Southgate Activity Center.  Mr. Duty spoke of his vision for the school and asked if the city would support the school’s efforts for the future vision.  Motion to support the efforts of Southgate Independent School District.  Motion/Second: Okura/Hartman.  Approved by vote: AYE 6 NAY 0.

Approval of meeting minutes 2/04/26.  Motion/Second: Curry/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  

Public Works: Council Member Melville made no comments due to previous discussion on street projects.
Public Works Foreman Arvil Bowman had no report.  Mayor Hamberg mentioned that He and Foreman Bowman have been interviewing for the Public Work Laborer position.  They hope to make decision soon.

Public Safety:  Council Member Messmer had no report. Police Chief Christmann said Sergeant Johns is actively working on the accreditation and updating policies and procedures. Police Chief Christmann mentioned that Officer Barnett will be entering the Academy March 8.
No report was given for absent Fire Chief Beatsch.
 
Code Enforcement: Council Member Curry had no report.

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura reported that the next Park & Tree Board meeting will be 3/9.  Read Ready kick-off is April 2. Motion to spend $150 from the Read Ready funds for 4 - banners and 5 - yard signs.  Motion/Second: Okura/Messmer.  Approved by vote:  Aye 6 Nay 0 St. Therese Mother’s Social is 3/13 & 3/14.  Arbor Day celebration is 4/25.  Family Day in park with Food trucks is June 6th.  Discussed with Mayor Hamberg working on small business letters.

Public Buildings: Council Member Whitehead reported that Vennefron will be installing the sign on Monday, at the Community Center. He also mentioned that there were a couple of Sprinkler and backflow prevention issues at the Community Center.  Public Works Foreman Bowman will get those scheduled for repair.

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed the payables. 

Finance Director Edgley was absent.

Assistance City Attorney Schultz read the following: 

Order 26-05 Re-appointment Mary Bridewell to the Park & Tree Board.
Ordinance 26-01 Amend Ch. 152 to update IMPC and National Fire code – first reading.
Ordinance 26-02 Adopt regulation of operations for Community Center – first reading. 

Old Business: none.
 
New Business:  No other new business.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #36021-36054 were presented for Council’s review.

Mayor & Council Comments: none.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion to adjourn at 7:50 Motion/Second: Messmer/Okura.  Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  


							
												
							James Hamberg, Mayor

					

Barbara Baldwin, Assistant City Clerk	 



