


CITY OF SOUTHGATE
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
May 6, 2026
122 Electric Ave

Call to Order: Mayor Hamberg called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
   
The following answered roll call: Council Members: Okura, Messmer, Curry, Hartman, and Whitehead were present.   Council Member Melville was absent.  Also present: City Clerk Barton, Police Sgt. Johns, Public Works Foreman Bowman, City Attorney Stewart, Finance Director/Treasure Edgley, and Fire Chief Beatsch.

Mayor Hamberg asked to amend the agenda to take off the Optimist Club Park bids and postpone until next meeting.  Motion/Second: Hartman/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.   

Public Comments: Mr. Gray at 248 Linden spoke about the nuisance happening at 315 Linden Ave. with the Theta Chi Fraternity.  It is bothering the neighbors with noise, trash, and parking issues.  Sgt. Johns said that no one is calling the police to report any problems.  Mayor Hamberg urged Mr. Gray to tell the neighbors to call the police so that there is a log of nuisance calls.  The City will look at amending the nuisance ordinance to help with the resolution to the problems.  Code Enforcement Officer Berkley has notified the landlord.  The City has reached out to NKU Student Affairs and Theta Chi Fraternity.

Ms. Bauer at 145 Center St. spoke about her neighbor at 143 Center St. who has bamboo growing in his yard that has spread to her yard.  She has been working with Code Enforcement on this issue, but she is now asking Council to take steps to address the bamboo as a nuisance. Mayor Hamberg said we will draft an amendment to the ordinance to address it.

Approval of meeting minutes 4/15/26.  Motion/Second: Okura/Whitehead.   Approved with correction by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Public Works: Council Member Melville was absent.  Works Foreman Arvil Bowman introduced the new Public Works Laborer Aaron Keene.  Mr. Bowman said Reigler will start work on Valley View next week with the storm drains.  Public Works will be painting curbs and putting up veterans banners.  North St. will get no parking signs put in the cul-de-sac. 

Public Safety:  Council Member Messmer said he reached out to Radius to give a quote on the Police secured entrance, but has not heard from them. Council Member Whitehead said he was checking with Spille Construction.  Police Sgt Johns had no report.  Fire Chief Beatsch said a member of the Fire Dept. auxiliary passed away last week.  Chief Beatsch said the house on Center St. with bamboo is a fire hazard because the door and windows are obstructed with bamboo.
 
Code Enforcement: Council Member Curry reported 5 new cases, 15 abated cases, and 53 open cases.  No fines were issued.  

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura said the City Cleanup event is 5/11-5/18, Memorial Day parade is 5/25.  Family Day is 6/6.  Ms. Okura requested to spend additional funds for Read Ready program up to $1,600 (balance).  This would be for $50 gift cards to hand out at the block party and adding a little library at the community center.  
Motion/Second to approve the expenses.  Motion/Second: Hartman/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.   

Public Buildings: Council Member Whitehead asked if the Fire Dept. purchased a steamer yet. He asked about the paperwork for the ice machine at the Fire Dept. because it is broken.

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed payables.  There was a motion to approve the March financials.  Motion/Second: Hartman/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.   

Finance Director Edgley said she was working on budget.  We are 75% thru the budget year.  City Clerk Barton had no report.

City Attorney Stewart had no report, but read the following: 

Proclamation to celebrate National Police Week May 10-16 

Proclamation to celebrate National Public Works Week May 17-23

Resolution 26-07 Authorize Mayor to sign amendment to Interlocal Joint Health Insurance Pool.  Motion/Second: Curry/Messmer.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.   

Old Business: Council Member Curry asked about the timeline for the building of the assisted living facility.  Mayor Hamberg said it should be done in 2027.
 
New Business:  none.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #36191-36250 were presented for Council’s review.

Mayor & Council Comments: none.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion to adjourn. Motion/Second: Messmer/Okura.  Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  


							
												
							James Hamberg, Mayor

					

Brandi Barton, City Clerk	 



