


CITY OF SOUTHGATE
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
May 20, 2026
122 Electric Ave

Call to Order: Mayor Hamberg called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
   
The following answered roll call: Council Members: Okura, Melville, Messmer, Curry, Hartman, and Whitehead were present.  Also present: Assistant City Clerk Baldwin, Police Chief Christmann, Public Works Foreman Bowman, Assistant City Attorney Schultz, Finance Director/Treasure Edgley, and Fire Chief Beatsch. City Clerk Barton was absent.

Public Comments: 
John Beatsch at 214 Vail Ct, spoke as citizen not Fire Chief.  He spoke about the following concerns related to the Community Center: the parking lot needs resurfacing, the walking trails had not been restored properly after SD-1’s work and a lot of weeds were growing, he thought the city should offer more events and the amenities there, and lastly he wondered about having a port-a let by the picnic shelter.  Mayor Hamberg mentioned that they would research what can be done for the parking lot, he addressed the trail issue as SD-1 put clay not topsoil down which is why no grass will grow.  He has already discussed this with Arvil to follow up.  He agreed that more events would be nice there and the city would investigate the port-a-let suggestion.  Council Member Okura mentioned events scheduled. Mayor Hamberg asked for Mr. Beatsch to explore events to offer and bring the ideas to Council member Okura.

Approval of meeting minutes 5/06/26.  Motion/Second: Okura/Hartman.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  

Public Works: Council Member Melville discussed his review of Gleason and the resident request for paving.  He recommended that Public Works patch it for now.  He also questioned when the old electric poles would be removed.
Public Works Foreman Arvil Bowman discussed with Mayor Hamberg what his recommendation for Gleason would be – follow-up.  Riegler has started on Valley View working on storm drains. 

Public Safety:  Council Member Messmer discussed concerns in Police Dept with retirement of Officer Lawson and difficulties finding replacement.  He stressed to council the need to look at Police budget and keeping our city safe. 
Chief Christmann discussed the savings that the city has currently with the retire/rehire officers and the struggle to find officer replacement at our current salaries.  Mayor suggested a meeting to look again at the police budget and possibility of increasing the pay scale. Chief Christmann reported that he had received a second quote for the secured entrance at the Police Dept.
Chief Beatsch explained the purpose of SWEMs and the need for a new ambulance chassis. The box part of the ambulance is in good condition.  SWEMS bought a used ambulance from Newport that is in service now. He talked about having a similar problem as the police with hiring and pay scale.  He also mentioned that the block party will be held July18.
 
Code Enforcement: Council Member Curry reported the first reading of the bamboo ordinance would be presented at the next meeting.

Community Relations & Recreation: There was presentation given by Robert Seitzinger of Verdantas and Will Weber of SouthBank Partners about Phase 2 of the Optimist Park.  Robert discussed the bids that were received and gave their recommendation. Council Member Melville said that he was against this project.  Discussion ensued that it was not prudent at this time, (factoring in the budget situation) to move forward with the park plan and it was decided to hold this project at this time.  Council Member Okura said the Memorial Day Parade was 5/25.  Family Day is 6/6. St. Therese Summer Festival 6/19.

Public Buildings: Council Member Whitehead inquired about the generator project.  There was discussion with Mayor and council.  Mayor suggested the city explore any grants options that may be available.  It would be better to take care of the parking lot right now. Mayor suggested that Arvil & Tom get an estimate for the generator.  

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed the payables. 

Finance Director Edgley presented the proposed budget figures to council and department supervisors. Finance Director Edgely answered questions from council members. There was discussion about making changes to several departments. Finance Director Edgley along with Mayor Hamberg will have the changes for next council meeting. 

City Clerk Barton being absent had no report

Assistance City Attorney Schultz had no report but read the following: 

Ordinance 26-04 Amend budget 2025-2026 – first reading.
Ordinance 26-05 Adopt budget 2026-2027 – first reading. 
Ordinance 26-06 Amend text of zoning ordinance related to vape stores – first reading. 

Old Business: Mayor Hamberg gave an update for the Trilogy Project, August 2027 is the projected finish date.
315 Linden Ave update: Mayor Hamberg gave an update on how he is working with various individuals to keep this situation with the fraternity under control.  
 
New Business: Mayor Hamberg mentioned that the city will be posting the Public Works Foreman position on May 26.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #36251-36290 were presented for Council’s review.

Mayor & Council Comments: none.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion to adjourn at 8:55 Motion/Second: Messmer/Curry.  Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  


							
												
							James Hamberg, Mayor

					

Barbara Baldwin, Assistant City Clerk	 



