


CITY OF SOUTHGATE
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
June 17, 2026
122 Electric Ave

Call to Order: City Clerk Barton called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Mayor Hamberg was not present. Ms. Barton asked for a nomination for a chairperson to run the meeting. Council Member Hartman nominated Council Member Whitehead.  Motion/Second: Hartman/Melville.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  
   
The following answered roll call: Council Members: Okura, Messmer, Curry, Hartman, Melville, and Whitehead were present.   Also present: City Clerk Barton, Police Chief Christmann, Public Works Foreman Bowman, City Attorney Stewart, Finance Director/Treasurer Edgley, and Fire Chief Beatsch.

Public Comments:  Brandt Owens from Newport introduced himself to Council and said he was running for Campbell County Commissioner. Christine Bauer (145 Center St.) spoke about her neighbor at 143 Center St. who has bamboo that is growing onto her yard.  She would like to see an ordinance that will ban bamboo and see that her neighbor’s bamboo is removed.

Approval of meeting minutes 5/20/26.  Motion/Second: Hartman/Melville.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  

Public Works: Council Member Melville said the Public Works Foreman position has been given to Richmond Stortz.   He currently works as a Laborer in this department and was promoted.  Council Member Melville discussed the KLC salt auction and made a motion to reject the bid.  Motion/Second: Melville/Messmer.   After further discussion, Council Member Melville asked to rescind his motion and made a motion to accept the bid from Morton Salt at $126.84 per ton.  Motion/Second: Melville/Messmer.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  

Public Works Foreman Bowman reported that Riegler has started tearing out the curbs on Valley View and started working on the under drains in the street.

Public Safety: Council Member Messmer asked Fire Chief Beatsch for his report.  Fire Chief Beatsch said the Southgate Fire Dept. has created a challenge coin for the dept.  The Fire Dept. will sell the coins for $10.  The coin honors the fire fighters in Southgate and gives tribute to the Beverly Hills Supper Club fire almost 50 years ago.  Fire Chief Beatsch said the Block Party is July 18.  The garage door on the firehouse was broken, but Public Works Foreman Bowman called a company to come fix it right away.  Police Chief Christmann had no report.
 
Code Enforcement: Council Member Curry had no report.

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura said St. Therese Festival is 6/19-6/20, and SVFD Block Party 7/18.  Ms. Okura would like to have someone at the Sept. 2 meeting to do a presentation on the Read Ready program.

Public Buildings: Council Member Whitehead said he is trying to order parts for the ice machine at the firehouse.

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed payables.  

Finance Director Edgley had no report.  City Clerk Barton said Mayor Hamberg wanted to make one change to the Personnel Policy in chapter 16 regarding the “on call” for Public Works during snow emergencies.  After discussion, City Attorney Stewart said she would check into the “on call” compensation and that the proposed change would not be made to the policy.

City Attorney Stewart had no report, but read the following: 

Ordinance 26-07 Amend Personnel Policy (second reading).  Council Member made a motion to approve the amendment to the Personnel Policy as it was written, with no changes.  Motion/Second: Melville/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.   

Ordinance 26-08 Amend Chapter 90 of the Code of Ordinances to regulate invasive species (first reading).  City Attorney Stewart discussed the two versions of the invasive species ordinance.  Council discussed the changes that they would like to see in the ordinance.  Ms. Stewart said she would make those edits and have it for second reading at the next meeting.


Ordinance 26-09 Amend and codify the code of ordinances (first reading)  

Order 26-06 Re-appoint Alex Holtleeson to Park & Tree Board


Old Business: none.
 
New Business:  Council Member Messmer asked about the press release about Vape Shops that Council just passed.  City Clerk Barton explained that One Alliance put the news release out for this.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #36319-36357 were presented for Council’s review.

Mayor & Council Comments: none.

Announcements: none.

Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion to adjourn. Motion/Second: Messmer/Hartman.  Approved by vote: Aye 6 Nay 0.  
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							Council Member Whitehead, Chairperson

					

Brandi Barton, City Clerk	 



