


CITY OF SOUTHGATE
 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
July 1, 2026
122 Electric Ave

Call to Order: Mayor Hamberg called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm
   
The following answered roll call: Council Members: Okura, Messmer, Hartman, Melville, and Whitehead were present.   Council Member Curry was absent.  Also present: City Clerk Barton, Police Chief Christmann, Public Works Foreman Stortz, City Attorney Stewart, Finance Director/Treasurer Edgley, and Fire Chief Beatsch.

Public Comments: Council Member Okura read the June Green Thumb award winners: 202 Evergreen and 2416 Joyce Ave. 

Christine Bauer (145 Center St.) spoke about the proposed invasive plants ordinances.  She asked for clarity of the ordinance. City Attorney Stewart explained the penalties for the neighbor if he doesn’t remove and control the bamboo in his yard.

Approval of meeting minutes 6/17/26.  Motion/Second: Hartman/Melville.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Public Works: Council Member Melville asked City Engineer Shumate to speak to Council about the removal and replacement of the community center parking lot.  Mr. Shumate said it was in too bad of shape to only repave it.  Mayor Hamberg said the original estimate was put in the budget, but the cost has increased.  This project can be put on the KLC street bond with the other street projects for this year.  Council Member Melville made a motion to move forward with the bidding for this project and if the bids come back lower than estimated, then the money can be paid on the KLC bond to reduce the balance.  Motion/Second: Melville/Whitehead.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Public Works Foreman Stortz said he checked on the street project and that it was moving along.  Several arborvitaes were replaced that were dead at the Memorial Pointe Park.  Mayor Hamberg welcomed him to his new position. 

Public Safety: Council Member Messmer asked Fire Chief Beatsch for his report.  Fire Chief Beatsch said the challenge coin fundraiser has received a good response.  The Fire Dept. borrowed St. Therese ice machine for the Block Party which is July 18.  Police Chief Christmann had no report.
 
Code Enforcement: Council Member Curry was absent.

Community Relations & Recreation: Council Member Okura said the next Park & Tree Board meeting is 7/16.  Read Ready will be at the 9/2 Council meeting with a presentation.  Ms Okura said she wanted to buy more reading buddies which is in the grant funds.

Public Buildings: Council Member Whitehead said he needed to reschedule a contractor to look at the gutters at the City building.

Finance and Administration: Council Member Hartman reviewed payables.

Finance Director Edgley explained the KLC bond and how it works.  The City pays the contractor and submits the invoice to KLC for reimbursement.  The City earns interest on the money that is in the bank.  Ms Edgley said the revenues and expenses are on target with budget. City Clerk Barton said she has been busy with payroll and benefit changes for the new fiscal year. City Attorney Stewart had no report, but read the following: 

Ordinance 26-08 Amend Chapter 90 of the Code of Ordinances to regulate invasive species (second reading).  City Attorney Stewart discussed the details of the invasive species ordinance.  
There was a motion to approve Ordinance 26-08 to amend chapter 90 of the code of ordinances to regulate invasive species.  Motion/Second: Okura/Hartman.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Ordinance 26-09 Amend and codify the code of ordinances (second reading).  There was a motion to approve Ordinance 26-09.  Motion/Second: Melville/Whitehead.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Ordinance 26-10 Amend pay class for police dept. (first reading).  Council Member asked about the retired/rehired police officers salaries and contract pay.  City Attorney said that she can add  the contract  language to the ordinance. 

Ordinance 26-11 Amend pay class for city employees (first reading)

Resolution 26-08 Authorize Mayor to sign contract with Southgate Fire Dept.  There was a question on the monthly payments and the total of the contract.  For clarification:  the new contract amount is $790,000 for the Fire Dept. and $25,000 for SWEMS.  The payment schedule attached was the old contract amount from 2025-2026.  The new schedule will be included with the contract.  Motion to approve Resolution 26-08.  Motion/Second: Melville/Okura.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Resolution 26-09 Authorize Mayor to sign contract with City of Newport for Animal Control Services.  Motion to approve Resolution 26-09.  Motion/Second: Melville/Hartman.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Resolution 26-10 Authorize Mayor to sign contract with Med Ben for Section 125 plan and flex spending plan.  Motion to approve Resolution 26-10.  Motion/Second: Melville/Whitehead.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

Old Business: Council Member Okura said there was about 16% enrolled for the Read Ready program in May and about 63% enrolled for Kindergarten readiness.
 
New Business:  none.

Payment of Vouchers: Check vouchers #36358-36390 were presented for Council’s review.

Executive Session per KRS 61.810(1) (c) Discussion of proposed or pending litigation against or on behalf of the public entity.  Motion to go into Executive Session.  Motion/Second: Okura/Hartman.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

No action was taken in Executive Session.  

Motion to go back into Open Session.  Motion/Second: Messmer/Whitehead.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  

There was a motion for City Attorney to take foreclosure action on a property located on Linden Ave.  Motion/Second: Okura/Whitehead.   Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  
  
Adjournment: There being no further business, Motion to adjourn. Motion/Second: Messmer/Melville.  Approved by vote: Aye 5 Nay 0.  
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							Jim Hamberg, Mayor

					

Brandi Barton, City Clerk	 



